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THE RIVER COAL STEAMBOATS OF THE SUSQUEHANNA 


By Alexander Crosby Brown 


An enlargement of. the photograph above was recently displayed, in the 
Meriner's Museum Library, to three members of the Steamship Historical Society, 
with the request that they identify the location. One said he thought the pic- 
ture was of a steamboat on the Amazon; another,that the boat depicted plied the 
Colorado or some other Tar western river. The third's opinion was that the boat 
was “somewhere in Africa." 

For edi the erudition of the SSHSA, one can almost preface with "Be- 
lieve it or not!" any account of the sizeable fleet of river coal sternwheel 
steamboats which plies the Susquehanna in the neighborhood of Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania. Though their activities may be said to be to the coal industry what 
picking butts out of gutters is to the tobacco industry, they are true steam- 
boats, and well merit the recognition of SSHSA members. 

In the early days of Pennsylvania anthracite coal mining, when fine 
coal, coal dust, and culm had no commercial market, quantities of them were 
washed into the streams that fed the upper Susquehanna. Still more coal was ac- 
tually eroded by the river and its tributaries where their beds traversed coal 
seams. Farther downstream, wherever the current became retarded, the coal was 
deposited on the river bottom,often many miles from the spot where it was first 
picked up. Migratory bars of coal mixed with md, silt, and sand resulted, and 
_the recovery of this river coal brought into existence the odd vessels which 
have plied the Susquehanna since the 1890's. River coal comprises about one 
per cent of all coal recovered in this area. 

Three types of craft make up a river coal operator's fleet. First, 
there are unpropelled barges on which are mounted what appear like ordinary 
threshing machine engines. These operate by belt drive a centrifugal pump with 
an intake pipe,usually six inches in diameter, which projects overboard to rest 
on the bottom. The dredge boats are rectangular, about forty feet long by ten 
to twelve wide, and about four deep. In operation, they are anchored over a bar 
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of coal, and several open flatboat 
barges--second of the three types-~ 
with a capacity of about 15 tons each 
are moored alongside. The coal mixed 
with water is drawn through the suc- 
tion pipe by the centrifugal pump and 
passes over a downward pitching screen 
built ina trough which extends out- 
board and projects over the deck of 
the flatboat. A large part of the im- 
purities fall through the screen and 
drain off with the water. The coal is 
raked off onto the barge. 

The third member of the team, and 
the one of greatest interest to mem- 
bers of the SSHSA, consists of the 
towboat or "pusher" which moves’ the 
other types about, and also cruises up 
and down the river in search of new 
coal deposits. In some cases, the 
roles of dredge and pusher are com- 
bined in one craft; but, for the most 
part, the pusher's only function is to 
push. As might be supposed, it re- 
qQuires an expert pilot to cross a 
shallow, swiftly running river with a 
string of loaded coal barges, dodging 
bridge abutments on the way. 

The average pusher is likewise a 
rectangular craft of about 30 to 40 
feet in length. Fortified only with a 


general idea of the appearance of what 


might be described as a boat, the ar- 
chitects of these craft were on their 
own as far as design was concerned. A 
typical "sawmill" steam boiler with 
the fire door forward is mounted in 
the fore part of the craft with a 
crude wooden roof buiit over it. The 
engine is amidships and connected by a 
seemingly Rube Goldbergish assortment 
of flywheels, gears, belts, and chains 
to a double wheel made of wood,mounted 
out over the stern, and as wide as the 
boat itself. Although the paddles are 
ona single shaft, the chain drive 
works in the center, not on one of the 
ends as on Western River sternwheelers 
--hence the double sets of buckets. 

The pusher has two rudders, each 
about four feet long, which work in 
unison and are mounted on either side 
of the paddle wheels. The pilot house, 
complete with steering wheel, resem- 
bles a small box at the forward end of 
the boat. Only in rare cases is it 
elevated above the deck. 

Coal dredging operations cover a 
distance of about 160 miles along the 
Susquehanna; but, at the lower end of 
the river, units of a dredge fleet are 
confined to the finger lakes formed by 
the three big hydro-electric power 
dams. The Pennsylvania Water & Power 
Company operates its fleet in the lake 
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just above the Holtwood dam, and ob- 
tains enough river coal to supplement 
its hydro-electric power with a large 
steam plant. 

In all, there are about two dozen 
operators of coal dredge boats along 
the river. Since the vessels are whol- 
ly confined to the inland waters of a 
single state, they do not fall within 
the purview of the federal government, 
hence do not appear in the official U. 
S. Lists of Merchant Vessels. I do not 
believe that they are even named. 

Although modern methods of coal 
mining are by no means as wasteful as 
in former days,and far less coal finds 
its way into the river, geologists es- 
timate from the supply on hand that a 
substantial output can be expected 
from the river coal industry for some 
years to come. Until that time, we ma 
expect to see these quaint "waterbugs 
of the Susquehanna plying their useful 
trade and contentedly chugging along, 
burning what they themselves have but 
recently recovered from the river bed. 
Here at least is a class of steamboats 
which will never become dieselized. 


References: Joseph A. Corgan, Dredgin 
eau of 


Pennsylvania Anthracite (Bur 
Mines Circular 7213, June, 1942). 


Mary H. Cadwalader, Scrap- 
ing the Bottom (Baltimore Sunday Sun 
Magazine Section, September 19, 1948). 
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A Pa. Water & Power Co. boat--One of 
the few to have a raised pilot house 
A.A.Bodine photo--Courtesy Balto.Sun 
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SEA-BREEZING 2,000 MILES INLAND 


By Frederick Way, Jr. 


No complete 
record is on tap, 
but a goodly nun- 
ber of ocean 
steamers were 
built inthe yarda 
located on the O- 
hio River between 
Pittsburgh and 
Louisville. Some 
Steamboat Bill ad- 
dicts may know 
more about these 
boats than the 
writer. 

As one exam- 
ple of many--se- 
lected,it must be 
admitted, because 
it happened al- 
mo st in my own 
back yard, 2,000 
miles from salt 
water--a vessel 
kmown as the FLOR- 
IDA was’ launched 
at Sewickley,Pa., 
in 1880. She is — 
in various issues of 
chant Vessels--in the 1886 edition 
documented at New York. Her dimensions 
were 184' x 42.6' x 8.0',and she had a 
gross tonnage of 475.71, netof 458.68. 

I'm advertising this event be- 
cause I know about the shipyard and 
the persons who ran it--not because I 
know much about the boat. The FLORIDA, 
some say, ran out of Jacksonville,Fla. 
I've heard she plied the St. John's 
River,and have also heard she operated 
coastwise to Savannah, Ga. She was 
sidewheel, without much doubt at all. 

I wouldn't bother with this ap- 
-parently trivial information, except 
that this steamer FLORIDA went to Davy 
Jones in some unexplained place and 
Manner, and her engines were extracted 
from the wreck, brushed up, shipped to 
Cincinnati, and there placed on a 
aternwheel packet named WEEN CITY. 
This was in 1897. Now, I know a good 
bit about these engines, for they 
prodded the WEEN CITY over the Ohio 
and the Mississippi for a good many 
years and did active business as late 
as 1933--or until, to be exact, a good 
pilot friend of mine, Bill Pollock, 
rang the last bell, closed up the 
breast board, walked out of the pilot 
house, and shut the door forever: this 
‘at the landing in Pittsburgh. The en- 
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QUEEN 


CITY --Author's photo 


gines then were junked. They were high 
pressure jobs, 24's - 8 ft. stroke, 
built by James Rees & Sons,Pittsburgh, 
with independent cutoff,a circumstance 
probably originating in the sidewheel 
aspect of their earlier history. 

It has concerned me from time to 
time that these engines had many ad- 
ventures I know nothing about, and did 
business in places foreign to inland 
rivers. There is a persistent tradi- 
tion that the builders of the aUEEN 
CITY, with an eye to economy, dug this 
machinery out of Florida mud after 
paying the nominal sum of $100 for it. 
Doubtless, the freight to Cincinnati 
came to much more than the cost price. 

So,rather--in this instance--than 
supplying enlightened information for 
readers of Steamboat Bill, I end the 
story with a question mark and wonder: 
Do any persons know or have informa- 
tion about this FLORIDA? 

Now, again admitting local inter- 
est (for the place of build this time 
is across and downstream from my home 
about amile), two ocean steamships 
were built at Shousetown, Pa. The 


first of them, MARTIN HOFFMAN, was re- 
gistered in the Customs House at Pitts- 
burgh on May 7, 1850, and the second-- 
named FREEMAN RAWDON--on 
These "sin-twisters" 


a duplicate 
October 29,1850. 
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were 163'1" x 24'3" x 13', and whether 
sidewheel or propeller I'm surel don't 
know. Both were built. and owned by J. 
M.Woodward of New York. Both, so goes 
the tale, went to German registry. 
They had masts erected here and sailed 
away loaded with ballast of locust 
timber, then considered the best pay 
cargo on the voyage East. (Editor's 
note: The Lytle List shows these as 
493-ton sidewheelers. Both were re- 
named in 1856: FREEMAN RAWDON becoming 
CITY OF SAVANNAH; MARTIN HOFFMAN, ISLE 
OF MADEIRA, The former is listed as 
lost the same year; the latter as sold 
foreign in 1857.) 

In the winter of 1884-85, a pro- 
peller boat was built by the Covington 
Machine Works, Covington, Ky. (oppo- 
site Cincinnati). Called QUEEN OF ST. 
JOHNS, she was "some" boat for those 
parts: 192'6" x 36'4" x 715". As a 
propeller, she was a decided flop, and 
when she got to the St. John's River 
in Florida she was given sidewheels in 
a complete rebuilding program. To turn 
them, a set of steamboat engines was 
shipped down from Cincinnati. They 
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GaP, eae Sa eta IEE 
EENoFST.JOHNS: 4% 
BUILT 1084, af CINCINNATI, OH 


1a. 
\yooven four fenath 192 feet 6inches; beam Jo feet 4inches (over guards 5¢ feet); depth of hold 7Ft Sinches 
Wa -—-—— _ GROS9 Tomnace 439.03 Net ToNNABE 829.08 ——-~- 


Above: As a Propeller 
At Left: As a Sidewheeler 
Drawings by S. W. Stanton 


were 18's - 7 ft.stroke,high pressure, 
and had done considerable business on 
a towboat named BENGAL TIGER. Now, the 
BENGAL TIGER was built here at Pitts- 
burgh in 18635 by Thomas Fawcett,one of 
the old-line coal operators and ship- 
pers. He ran her for a while and sold 
her to Stewart & Graves on the upper 
Mississippi,out of Dubuque,lIowa. There 
she towed more coal. Things went awry, 
and she was sold by the U.S. Marshal 
at Cairo,I11., in February,1871. Wal- 
ton & Co. plus the Hays Coal Co. of 
Pittsburgh bought her in. Later still, 
she became the property of the Hartweg 
Brothers in Cincinnati, and they wore 
her out. Her hull became a wharfboat 
at New Richmond, Ohio, and served that 
purpose until the ice of 1905 came 
along and wrecked it. But, as far as 
I know, the engines stayed in Florida. 

Which is a fair place to stop, 
since we have traded one set of en- 
gines from Florida to Cincinnati, and 
another set from Cincinnati to Flor- 
ida. That's even-stephen in anybody's 
language, and nobody can say they were 
robbed. 


OF THE OLD DOMINION LINE 


By John L. Lochhead 


(continued from the March issue) 
Early records of the Old Dominion's Virginia and North Carolina Divisions 


are meager. 


It is difficult to state exactly when these services began. 


N. P. 


BANKS was probably on the Norfolk and Cherrystone route,and MYSTIC on the Hamp- 


ton route, of the Virginia Division as early as 1869. 
was running on the Old Point Comfort and Hampton route in 1877, 


HAMPTON, built in 1874, 
while MYSTIC 


plied the Nansemond River, and N. P. BANKS continued on the Cherrystone route. 


PAMLICO came out in 1874; NEW 
BERNE, a year later. Both ran to New 
Berne and Washington,N.C., via the Al- 
bemarle and Chesapeake Canal. OLIVE 
had preceded them and may have been 
the first Old Dominion steamer of the 
North Carolina Division. She was built 
in 1867, and ran as a freight and pas- 
senger boat from Norfolk to Washington, 
N.C.,before her sale to the Old Domin- 
fon in June,1872.She continued on this 
route until PAMLICO and NEW BERNE were 
puilt.Then she became spare boat until 


1877, when ACCOMACK,called by the Nau- 


tical Gazette"that horrible example of 
marine architecture," entered service. 

The new NORTHAMPTON succeeded to 
the Cherrystone route in 1880. Two 
years later, LURAY and SHENANDOAH 
joined the Virginia Division, SHENAN- 
DOAH running to Richmond in 1882, 
though she had been built for the 
Elizabeth City-New Berne route. She 
later ran to North Carolina ports, but 
was sold to the Hudson River in 1889, 
and renamed SAUGEKRTIES, She burned 
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NATHANIEL P.BANKS 


--Courtesy The Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, Va. 


November 22, 1903. 

WASHINGTON, BEAUFORT, and R. L. 
MEYERS came to the North Carolina Di- 
vision in 1881, 1883, and 1885; MANTEO 
in 1887. The last-named was sold in 
1890 to the Ward Line. VIRGINIA DARE 
joined the Division in 1888, ALBEMARLE 
in 1891, and HATTERAS in 1896. ALBE- 
MARLE was notable for her engine, from 
PAMLICO, and her "beanpole” stack. The 
last steamer built for the route,which 
the Norfolk & Southern Railroad now 
served, was OCRACOKE of 1898. 

In 1905, the Old Dominion sold 
HATTERAS, ALBEMARLE, K. L. MEYERS, and 
its wharf property to the railroad,and 
abandoned the North Carolina Division. 
The round trip between Norfolk and New 
Berne took three days and two nights, 
and was often prolonged by delays in 
the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, 
choked with slow-moving tows of log 
rafts and schooners which frequently 
ran aground and blocked traffic. The 
company abandoned the service without 
regret. 

The Virginia Division prospered. 
In 1893, the line built ISLE OF WIGHT, 
which burned August 31, 1895, and was 
replaced by ENOLA until HAMPTON ROADS 
came out in 1896. NORTHAMPTON burned 
July 16,1898, and MOBJACK was built in 
| 1899. The company intended to name her 
| WESTERN SHORE, but the residents of 
| Gloucester and Mathews Counties re- 
quested that she be called MOBJACK,and 
the company acquiesced. HAMPTON fol- 
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lowed in 1901. In 
1902 came the screw 
steamers BERKELEY 
and BRANDON, espe- 
cially constructed 
for the Norfolk- 
Richmond night 
line. In 1906, the 
Old Dominion bought 
the Virginia Navi- 
gation Company's 
day service to 
Richmond and ac- 
quired that line's 
POCAHONTAS. 
HAMPTON was 
lengthened in 1908 
and renamed SMITH- 
FIELD, By 1909, 
ACCOMACK was run- 
ning fishing excur- 
sions at New York, 
a trade she had 
previously plied 
when, in 1888, she 
left the compan 
for 3 years. LURA 
was sold in1911 to 
ply on the North Carolina sounds until 
she was junked in 1914. Thereafter, 
until the Old Dominion suspended river 
service April 6,1920, the small steam- 
er fleet consisted of VIRGINIA DARE, 
POCAHONTAS,HAMPTON ROADS,OCRACOKE, MOB- 
JACK, SMITHFIELD, BERKELEY, and BRANDON. 
After the suspension, Smithfield 
people bought HAMPTON ROADS and began 
operating April 26, 1920. Long inac- 
tive,she was still idling at Berkeley, 
Va., in October, 1940. Mathews County 
men bought OCRACOKE, which sailed on 
her first trip for them May 31, 1920. 
In December,1922, these owners swapped 
her for SIEUR DES MONTS of the Buxton 
Line, which changed OCRACOKE's name to 
WESTOVER, and finally abandoned her in 
1934. POCAHONTAS, MOBJACK, and SMITH- 
FIELD went to New York, and ran from 
there to Keansburg, N.J. In this role 
they survived another two decades. 
SMITHFIELD appeared briefly in 1940, 
but POCAHONTAS and MOBJACK were re- 
ported dismantled that same year. 
VIRGINIA DARE reverted to 
North Carolina trade, 


the 
changed hands 
several times,became a motorship, and, 
after six years in the Norfolk, Balti- 


more & Carolina Line, was crushed by 
ice in the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canal, January 31, 1935. The same 
year, the old MANTEO, renamed VAN, was 
scuttled off Boston Lightship as a 
useless hulk, having been a rum runner 
and seen service from Maine to Mexico. 

Their associates did not steam so 
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waterfront of this once 

oe ee ee ae prosperous company was a 

LURAY --M. M. Art Book of Norfolk, 1895 battered sign ‘Old Domin- 
eto AUER Ao h So c ataky : ion Line" on the end of 

long. N. P. BANKS, BEAUFORT, ENOLA, Pier 8, a poor memorial to a line that 
and NEW BERNE became barges, respec- contributed much to this country's 


tively, in 1882, 1896, 1898, and 1907. 
MYSTIC, WASHINGTON, R. L. MEYERS, and 
ALBEMARLE were dropped from the offi- 
cial list in 1887,1892,1908, and 1919. 

Mexicans bought the first HAMPTON 
in 1879 for service on the Rio Grande 
and the Mexican Coast. Renamed TLACO- 
TALPAM, painted light yellow, she left 
for Vera Cruz, December 16, 1879, with 
her guards cut off, some of her deck- 
house removed, her masts rigged for 
fore-and-aft sails,and a power capstan 
for weighing anchor. 

ACCOMACK (renamed ARGYLE), OLIVE 
(renamed HERTFORD), and HATTERAS were 
abandoned in 1915, 1924, and 1926. 

BERKELEY went to the Great Lakes 
in 1923, and became VIRGINIA on Lake 
Michigan. She returned to the Atlantic 
in November, 1940, to start a freight 
service between Port Newark and Boston. 
It was suspended in 
January,1941,after 
two trips.Her sis- 
ter BRANDON, which 
passed to the East- 
ern Steamship Lines 
with the Old Domin- 
ion Line itself in 
1923, sailed for 
the new owners from 
Boston to Portland 
(1925-27) and from 
Portland to Booth- 
bay (1928). Cana- 
dians bought her 
in 1929 and renamed 
her first YONDA L,, 
later RIVIERE-DU- : 
LOUP, for service = = 
across the lower = -> > 
St. Lawrence, Ri- 


ST ECA M-B*O CAST 


MOBJACK 


Bel tLEL 


September 1949 


viere-du-Loup to Tadoussac. 
In 1938, having been re- 
placed by a second RIVI- 
ERE-DU-LOUP, she was laid 
up as SIMEON at Quebec. 

The only survivor of 
these small steamboats in 
1948 appeared to be VIR- 
GINIA g BERKELEY,which saw 
wartime service on the Am- 
azon, where she was em- 
ployed with other former 
American steamboats by the 
Rubber Development Corpor- 
ation. 

Late in 1948 the sole 
evidence along the Norfolk 


merchant marine,provided contracts for 
its shipyards, and employed hundreds 
of seamen. ) 


Author's Note: Further light has been 
cast on OF COLUMBIA, mentioned in 
the March installment (No. 29, p. 13) 
John Kemble writes that she left Hono- 
lulu for Hong Kong a second time, Au- 
gust 10,1899, and was abandoned at sea 
two days later, seventy miles from 
Kauai. 


STILL LEAPFROGGING! 
The continuation of "Muffled Drums For 
ALBANY-POTOMAC" (No.30, pp. 25-28) has 
had to be held over until next time. 


We hed compiled a good list of steam- 
boat articles in current periodicals; 
but that, too, mst be held over. 


peed id tt 


--R. L. Graham photo 
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HISTORY OF THE ASHLEY & DUSTIN BOATS, 1862-1945 


Eighty-Three Years of Service to the Pleasure 
Seekers of Detroit and Western Lake Erie 


By Captain Frank E.Hamilton 


(reprinted from The Lake Erie Breeze, Summer, 1945) 


In 1862, Captain 
Selah Dustin placed Le 
the sidewheel steamer ae REVENUE CUTTER 
Pecos the Detroit, { 3 oe | : Bune Babee Fee 
the Islands San- en ; i 
dusky Route. Previcus |) (e—wmemnct mSwamer, Alanta ‘and 
to this, the steamer . | 4 | | act Gia are 
FORRESTER had run on 
this route in 1845, 
followed by the steam- 
er GENERAL SCOTT in 
1846, the steamer ARROW, 1849 
(the ARROW was the first of 
the boats to make regular 
stops at the Islands), steamer JAY COOKE 
BAY City. 1854, steamer FOREST Detroit, the Islands and 
CITY, 1856, and in 1860 the ‘snduskyin 1868 
steamer T. WHITNEY ran tri- 
weekly from New Baltimore to 
Sandusky, stopping at Detroit 
and the Islands. She was fol- 
shes ve pa DART in 1862. The 4 es 

ARSONS, named for a De-' , a = 

troit banker, ran in 1863, the i I “Ah —— Dalrokaunctstiore 
CITY OF SANDUSKY,1866, the IS- a is a re and Wyandotte in 1893 
LAND QUEEN, 1867, and on July ih ge “eee 
4th, 1868, the new steamer JAY 
COOKE, built for this route, © 
was placed in commi- 
sion. She had been 
named for the Civil War 
financier. The ALASKA 
followed in 1879, and — ag me GAZELLE 
the PEARL in 1888. a i, eee es Mosneie 
The FRANK E.KIRBY, © e sant “an when she took 
which became the Flyer TTY Gh fly bs oe NY ue : sania 
of the Lakes, came out wees | ro ao eee = Lakes in 1886 
in 1890, the first of —— . 
the modern boats. Her 
engine came out of the 
ALASKA, Previous to 
this,it had been in the 
Revenue Cutter JOHN 
SHERMAN puilt at Cleve- CITY OF SANDUSKY 
land,1865, for the Rev- Sandusky, the Islands 
enue Cutter 
Marine. 

The PUT- 
IN-BAY fol- 
lowed the KIR- 
BY. She was 
built by the 
Detroit Ship- 
Building Com- 
pany, for the 


route. Detroit and Sandusky in 1889, later Grosse Isle 
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John P. Clark was a big op- 
erator on the Detroit River in 
transportation and the fishing 
industry, and at one time hada 
shipyard at the foot of Clark 
Ave., and owned the property from 
the river back to Dix Ave., in- 
cluding the Clark Mineral Springs 

Ke Pcs, and Clark Park, and the present 
ALASKA site of the Timken Detroit Axle 
Took over the Jay Cooke route in 1879 Company. W. 0. Ashley was closely affil- 
fated with John P. Clark in steamboat op- 
erations. The two Dustin boys, Edward 
and Oliver, were nephews of Walter 0. 
Ashley. 
In addition, this Company had owned 
and operated the steamers GAZELLE, RIVER- 
SIDE, and WYANDOTTE, which ran on the De- 
troit River, also acting as agents for 
many others, the outstanding being 
The Ship eo ARSONS ggg be CHIEF JUSTICE WAITE, the popular 
Deg ee nae Toledo and Island steamer. 
Editor's Note: The recent death of 
Captain Oliver Dustin and the sale of 
the Ashley & Dustin Steamer Line to 
Nick M. Constans of Duluth, April 28, 
1949, make it appropriate to reprint 
Capt. Hamilton's article at this time. 
The PUT-IN-BAY is sailing for her new 
owner, however--three trips a day 
out of Detroit with lake riders. Mr. 
: Constans has kept the line desig- 
= we nation unchanged; so that the name 
Trach The vopcigsseinrtae of Ashley & Dustin has not disap- 
Pictures courtesy of O. S. Dustin and W. A. McDonald of Detroit and Louis Baus of Cleveland peared from the lakes e 


The motor ferry 
and passenger boat 
MYSTIC ISLE, built in 
1942 for service to 
Put-in-Bay and other 
Lake Erie islands, has 
been put up for sale. 
She was said to be the 
first all-welded steel 
auto ferry on the 
Great Lakes. 


FRANK E KIRBY — Flyer of the Lakes in 1890 


-- Detroit MHS Activities --. 


The Marine Historical 
Society of Detroit met June 
4 at the Fort Malden Museun, 
Amherstburg, Ontario. Rev. 
Edward J. Dowling, S. J., 
SSHSA member, was elected 
President for the coming 
year. A favorite route to 


thence by ferry C. E. PARK —— 
to Amherstburg. 
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"Two hundred years ago a voy- 
age through the Caribbean Sea was 
avery different undertaking from 
the rapid and comfortable transit 
of this steamshipping age, "compla- 
cently observes the author of 
"Tropical Journeyings En Route For 
California," published three years 
before the Civil War in Harper's 
New Monthly Magazine,and preserved 
in the files of Freeman Hathaway. 

Signing himself only "Oran," 
this man of a brave new world des- 
cribes without excessive brevity 
the scenery, incidents,and person- 
alities of his voyage from New 
York to the Isthmus of Panama,bro- 
ken by a leisurely call at Kings- 
ton "for coals." From the ample 
mass of his commentary on people, 
animals, plants, and weather, he 
will perhaps pardon our extracting 
a series of passages to exemplify 
the rapidity and the comfort of 
which he speaks, and to describe 
the steamer in which these virtues 
were embodied. 

She was the ILLINOIS of the U. S. 
Mail Steamship Co., a wooden, clipper- 
bowed sidewheeler of 2123 tons, 266 
feet long. Built in New York in 1851, 
by Smith & Dimon, she was barkentine 
rigged. Her two funnels’ stood fore 
and aft of the paddle boxes, which 
housed 33-foot wheels turned py two 
Allaire oscillating engines. Like 
other vessels of the Mail Line, she 
was officered by commissioned person- 
nel of the United States Navy. 

After battering his way with two 
porters through the crowd at the West 
St. wharf, "depending upon the weight 
and momentum of the trunks’ to clear 
our passage,” "Oran" took his post on 
the quarterdeck of the steamer. 

"Her ponderous wheels begin to 
turn and dash the foam from her sides; 
still the vessel is bound by immense 
cables to the wharf; her time is not 
yet. The shipping-master has work to 
do. Upon him falls the labor of re- 
lieving the ship from her numerous 
visitors, to wind up or break off the 
lingering farewells; and now, high a- 
bove the roaring of the 'scape pipe, 
above the rush of the wheels,his sten- 
torian call is heard--'ALL ASHORE!...' 

"The ship still waits;the doors of 
the wharf entrance fly open, and down 
comes awagon at full speed bearing the 
last express and mails.... [Thesel 
are thrown on board; the Captain, for 
whom the ship has been especially 
waiting, comes hurrying down, stopping 
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a 
moment 

to receive 
from the con- 
fidential a- 


gent of the Company his al é 
last official communi- 

cation;he rushes up the gangway; in an 
instant he is on the wheel-house; the 
lines are loosed; the engineer strikes 


the bell; the wheels move; and amidst 
the waving of handkerchiefs, and the 
resounding huzzas from a_ thousand 
throats, the steamship glides slowly 
out into the stream. 

"At a signal from the Captain the 
engines put their whole 
force to the work, and with a speed of 
eleven or twelve knots an hour, we 
leave the hurrahing maltitude on the 
wharf. In a few moments we find our- 
selves plowing along past the Battery, 
Governor's and Bedloe's Islands, occa- 
sionally receiving a salute or dipping 
an ensign as we pass some anchored 
man-of-war or in-bound steamship, now 
down the bay.... 

"As we speed on, a little commo- 
tion, far aft on the quarter-deck, be- 
tokens something unusual in progress. 
The Purser is collecting his tickets. 
A line of men, with joined hands, is 
formed across the deck, who walk slow- 
ly forward. Each passenger must pass 
through this locomotive sieve, leave 
his passage ticket,and receive a check 
instead. Above, below, fore and aft, 
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this process is carried on,until every 
one on board has demonstrated his right 
to a passage, or, in default thereof, 
has been seized and placed in tempora- 
ry custody on the 'hurricane-deck'.... 

"Hardly had the sifting process 
been completed when Sandy Hook was a- 
beam. Ahead, and to the eastward per- 
haps half a mile, bearing down for us 
with a smacking breeze, was a graceful 
little craft, having painted upon her 
mainsail,in huge characters, 'No. 18.' 
It was the pilot's boat.... As we came 
near our engines were stopped,a little 
boat put out from 'No. 18,' and came 
alongside. Stowaways were hustled down 
the gangway,and rather unceremoniously 
transferred to the boat.... The pilot 
and the shipping-master, laden with 
last lettersand positively last words, 
stepped down--off they went with their 
load of disconsolate 'dead-heads.' 

"Again the engines moved, and, as 
a faint 'Good-by' was heard from the 
rapidly departing pilot-boat, I real- 
ized that we were fairly upon the 
"broad blue sea.' 

"It would be difficult to find a 
more unsettled set of mortals than the 
passengers of a crowded ship on the 
first day out. Everybody is looking 
for a place which he can't find, and 


for something he can't get;waiters are 


plied with mysterious questions, and 
sent on impracticable errands. Every- 
body wants and nobody gets,until Ever- 
yoody, tired and sleepy, takes out his 
chart, and, with the assistance of a 
few waiters, navigates into his six- 
feet-by-three, and forgets his cares. 

"By six o'clock on the following 
morning, at the clanging of a gong, I 
awakened,and making a hasty toilet,as- 
cended to the deck.... The business of 
the voyage had commenced; for the gong 
that awakened me was the signal for 
the first breakfast. About a hundred 
were feeding--yes,feeding is the word. 
I looked down into the dining saloon 
upon such a scene of confusion as nev- 
er met my eye before. Each individual 
seemed to have gone into the business 
entirely on his or her own account-- 
seemingly under the impression that 
this was the only opportunity to re- 
plenish they would have during the 
voyage. Many desperate-looking persons 
were standing by, ready to pounce upon 
any seat that should by accident be- 
come vacant..-ee 

"This confusionam attendant dis- 
comfort was soon to be remedied. A no- 
tice upon the mainmast gave informa- 
tion that table-tickets would be dis- 
pensed at ten o'clock. At ten precise- 
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ly the little window of the purser's 
office was thrown open to an eager 
crowd, arranged in post-office order, 
and reaching back as far as the quar- 
ter-deck. Each one, in turn, received 
a check, bearing the number of table 
and seat thus secured over all other 
claimants. Now the formalities are all 
accomplished,and there is nothing more 
but to eat, sleep, and be borne along. 

"At twelve o'clock the gong 
strikes for ‘children's dinner'--chil- 
dren about a hundred. Mammas and nurs- 
es hover around the tables; an occa- 
sional squall springs up to diversify 
the clatter of forks and dishes;affec- 
tionate nurse bears down with the 
‘main spanker' set, and all's right a-= 
gain. 

"At one o'clock comes the first 
table of the regular dinner,at two off 
goes the gong again,and at three comes 
the dinner of the first-class passen- 
gers--decidedly in contrast, however, 
with the performances of the morning; 
for every one, now, has his own right- 
ful place beside his friend or ac- 
quaintance,if he has had the foresight 
to request it of the purser when his 
check was procured...." 

On deck, after dinner, "Troops of 
uneasy individuals, whom the ship's 
movements had failed to unsettle,prom- 
enaded up and down through the entire 
domain, alternately pausing at either 
end to watch the ponderous cylinders 
as they oscillated to and fro, or 
straining their eyes along the creamy 
wake of the vessel, that extended far 
back until lost in the distant chang- 
ing waters. 

"At about five o'clock I discov- 
ered, far ahead, a rippling line ex- 
tended athwart our course which shone 
like burnished silver. Here, separat- 
ed from the surrounding waters by a 
sharp and unmistakable outline,was the 
northern edge of the Gulf Stream. as 
passed to the forward deck for a bet- 
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ter view of this singular river, and 
saw a sailor casting overboard a lit- 
tle canvas bucket with a long hand- 
line attached. As it was drawn on 
board I observed a thermometer rapidly 
plunged therein. This process was re- 
peated every four or five minutes, in 
order to ascertain the precise moment 
when the vessel entered.the Stream; 
for there exists,on its northern edge, 
a difference of temperature between 
the waters of the Gilf and the sur- 
rounding ocean of some twenty degrees 
Fahrenheit, and often within a dis- 
tance of as many yards.... 

"Ten ofclock comes;the state-room 
lights are extinguished.Poor unfortun- 
ates,who have been heediless of the pre- 
monitory warning,must needs disrobe by 
the solitary lamp that burns through- 
out the night in the saloon. 

"Now naught is heard save the 
watchman making his half-hourly round, 
and the smothered rushing of the wa- 
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sea, glimpses of the Bahamag, Cuba,and 
"San Domingo," and a waterspout claim 
"Oran's"attention until the arrival at 
Kingston. His one day ashore on Jamai- 
ca inspires 12 exclamatory pages, more 
than a third of his entire narrative. 
For a reader chiefly interested in 
knowing how "steamshipping" was con- 
ducted in the 1850's, however, his ac- 
count of how the ILLINOIS coaled will 
be enough: 

"The ship was soon moored along- 
side a high scaffolded wharf over 
which coals were to be conveyed into 
her depleted bunkers. Sixty tons con- 
sumed each day since our departure 
from New York made a large additional 
supply necessary. Immense piles of an- 
thracite lay heaped upon the docks but 
I could discover no derricks, none of 
the huge iron buckets generally used 
for moving it, not even a wheel-barrow 
--a stack of heavy tubs, holding about 
a bushel each, was the only visible 
means for supplying our vessel.Several 
long planks were laid from the steamer, 
fore and aft the wheel-house, to the 
scaffolding. The little 'coal-shoot! 
along the deck were removed, 
and all was in readiness to receive 

"Just then a curious combination 
of discordant sounds...seemed to issue 


oe from behind the dock-yard. While I was 
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ters as we cleave our onward way. Yet 
there are vigilant eyes and busy hands 
that neither stay nor sleep. The en- 
gineer, who guides the immense steam 
monster on whom our lives depend, is 
watchful, tireless; grim sooty-faced 
firemen are ever and anon plunging 
their long iron rakes into the glowing 
bowels of the furnace, and heaping 
fresh supplies upon the fiercely-burn- 
ing anthracite.The restless cylinders, 
responding to the impulse, sway to and 
fro, seemingly conscious of the 
strength that drives the mighty wheels. 
Above, standing on the verge of each 
wheel-house,a sentinel peers anxiously 
forward into the night, ready on the 
instant to give warning of danger a- 
head. In the pilot-house two helmsmen 
turn the guiding wheel under their 
ready hands, obedient to the trembling 
little needle that points our oourse. 
We are surely well cared for...." 

wb % * + we + +e % 


Seaweed and porpoises,a rescue at 


the entrance, 


flew open and a 
dense mass of negresses poured through 
dancing, chattering, 
screaming, and shouting in a very ec- 
stasy of delight;...they rushed helter- 
skelter along the wharf,and each seig- 
ing a tub filed off to the neighboring 
coal-heap. A dozen stalwart negroes, 
shovel in hand, soon heaped them with 
the glistening carbon, when as many 
more standing ready lifted these pon- 
derous tubs upon the heads of the fe- 
males, who,breaking out into a genuine 
Congo chant, marched up the cleted 
staging, along the platform and deck, 
until, opposite the open mouths of the 
coal-shoots, they dumped their burdens 
down to the bunkers below. Quickly re- 
placing the tubs, they danced and 
marched around, through the forward 
gangway, and down again to the coal- 
heap, while the air was vocal with 
their characteristic improvisations. 
About three hundred made up the end- 
less chain that each second sent a 
bushel of coals clattering down the i- 
ron shoots into the hold of our ves- 
sel..." 
cd % ca % te +t % Da 
"Another morning has brought us 
nearly to the termination of our voy- 
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age. A bulletin has announced that the 
agent of the Panama Railroad Company 
will be in readiness at ten o'clock to 
weigh and check the baggage for San 
Francisco, and, lest this important 
fact should fail to be universally ap- 
preciated, the porter...promenaded the 
deck fore and aft with his gong, and a 
loud-mouthed reannouncement in the in- 
tervals of his Chinese thunder. Great 
excitement soon prevails; many take it 
for granted that this formidable proc- 
lamation is equivalent to an order to 
be in readiness for landing as soon as 
possible, and so begin hurriedly to 
pack their carpet-bags, strap on their 
revolvers, and rush insanely to either 
side of the ship, looking in vain for 
the land.At last it becomes understood 
that the Panama Railroad Company pass 
free over their road only fifty pounds 
of luggage for each passenger,and that 
the unfortunate surplus must be paid 
forat the rate of ten cents per pound, 
after which a check is given which 
holds the Company responsible for its 
safe carriage; and that these calls 
were made for the performance of this 
business.... 

"Operations 


commenced with the 
baggage secured under tarpaulins upon 
the hurricane deck. A large spring 
scale was attached to the rigging, 
while a gang of men seizing the trunks 
passed them rapidly along,hanging each 
one for a moment upon the scale until 
its weight was noted by the agent; the 
marks on the trunk were then called 
out--its owner stepped up, paid his 
fee, received his check, and so on un- 
til the entire deck-load was disposed 
of. Then came the tug of war--hoisting 
the baggage out of the hold. Oh! it 
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was a busy,perspiring day,that baggage 
day; and before our five hundred pas- 
sengers had their five thousand or 
less trunks, carpet-bags, bandboxes, 
and bundles weighed, checked, and paid 
for, the sun had sunk into the ocean. 

"after all was finished, as the 
baggage agent passed by me,...I at- 
tempted to condole with him;but he an- 
swered me gayly that the hardest part 
of his task was yet to come. Then he 
told me of six lone women, with twenty 
or thirty children, consigned through 
him to anxious heads of families in 
California; and he actually laughed at 
my pitying rejoinder, and wound up by 
saying that the invoice was rather 
lighter than usual.... 

"The last day of our voyage has 
come. At sunrise this morning a bank 
of thunder-heads lying along the south- 
western horizon gave indication of 
land, and ere long the highlands of 
Porto Bello, in broken and uncertain 
outline,loomed up through the vapor... 

"Eighteen miles' coasting and our 
highlands sloped down to the broad,low 
country that surrounds the Bay of Li- 
MON.... We could see the lofty masts 
of several men-of-war which were lying 
at anchor in the harbor,and by another 
half hour the City of Aspinwall dot- 
ting the eastern side; beyond this a 
low and heavily-thicketed line of 
shore, which was broken by hundreds of 
feather-topped cocoa-trees, and swept 
around a beautiful bay of more than 
five miles square.... 


"Sweeping around the harbor we 
soon rounded to at a mammoth covered 
wharf, nearly a thousand feet in 


length, belonging to the United States 
Mail Steamship Company; passengers la- 
boring under great excitement general- 


ly--running hither and thither,apparently to 
get the best position for a leap upon terra 
firma--men that had promenaded the deck with 
their carpet-bags 
vious several hours, 
and bandboxes had been bundled up since sun- 
rise, 
landing was really come. 
repeated huzzas, which were faintly answered 
by @ small parti-colored gathering of Aspin- 
wall representatives, 
welcome the new arrival. 
quantum of ‘backing and filling,' and shout- 
ing and blowing of steam, the vessel was se- 
cured alongside 
thrown out, 
passed the entire mualtitude had vacated the 
vessel, 
mong the adjacent hotels to await the train, 
which was advertised to start for Panama at 
nine o'clock on the following morning." 


and blankets for the pre- 
and women whose babies 


now seemed to feel that the time for 
The air rang with 


who had come down to 
After the usual 


the wharf and a gang-plank 
and before another hour 


and were distributing themselves a- 
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NORTHUMBERLAND--FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS FROM TYNESIDE 


By Micmac 


When NORTHUM-= 
BERLAND went up in 
flames at Port Dal- 
housie, Ontario, 
June 2, 1949, she 
not only wound up 
in spectacular and 
expensive fashion 
a career far long- 
er than those al- 
lotted most passen- 
ger steamers, but 
she made several 
other noteworthy §& 
entries on the |! 
record. First, her 
passing reduced by & 
one the Great # 
Lakes passenger § 
fleet--which, like [iiege 
passenger fleets 3 


of other North A- 
merican waters,has 
shrunk to the point 
where one isasig- 
nificant fraction © 
of the whole. In 
departing, second- 


ly, she closed the books of the select 
sorority of salt water passenger boats 
which preferred fresh water--a sorori- 
ty whichhas included the former block- 
ade runners CHICORA and ROTHESAY CAS- 
TLE, the Goodrich CAROLINA and VIRGIN- 
IA, and the paddler MONTAUK, Finally, 
by burning she rounded out, a bit be- 
latedly, an interesting series of par- 
allels with her old partner EMPRESS, 

NORTHUMBERLAND was built at New- 
castle-on-Tyne in 1891,with lines typ- 
ical of British cross-channel steamers 
of the period. She measured 220! x 
33.1' x 20.4', with a gross tonnage of 
1255, net of 519. Her single sharply 
raked stack was distinctive in being 
cut off at the top in the plane of the 
horizon, rather than at right angles 
to its own axis. 

She looked like a cross-channel 
boat, and she was designed for cross- 
channel work--on the steamer lines 
which connected Prince Edward Island 
with the Canadian mainland before the 
advent of the carferries. The two 
principal crossings of Northumberland 
Strait--Point du Chene, N. B., to Sum- 
merside, P.E.I., and Pictou, N.S., to 
Charlottetown--were both considerably 
longer than the present carferry run, 
and demanded both speed and seaworthi- 
ness in a high degree. 


NORTHUMBERLAND efire, June 2, 1949 
--Courtesy Acme Newspictures and Great Lakes News 


Five years after her own arrival, 
NORTHUMBERLAND was joined in this serv- 
ice by the smaller Grangemouth-built 
PRINCESS, which ran opposite her till 
after the turn of the century. In 1906 
her owners, the Charlottetown Steam 
Navigation Company, brought another 
Newcastle-built steamer across the At- 
lantic. This was EMPRESS, somewhat 
larger than NORTHUMBERLAND (235' x 
34.2' x 20', 1342 tons gross, 612 tons 
net), but very similar in appearance. 
These two continued in the island serv- 
ice for something more than a decade. 

After the four-pipe carferry 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND appeared in 1915, 
the smaller craft, with their longer 
runs, became superfluous. By the end 
of the decade, the NORTHUMBERLAND-EM- 
PRESS team was dissolved. The two took 
diametrically opposite courses and 
went into the service of Canada's two 
principal railway systems: EMPRESS 
swinging around Nova Scotia to work 
the Saint John-Digby route across the 
Bay of Fundy for the Canadian Pacific; 
NORTHUMBERLAND rounding Cape Gaspe,and 
ascending the St. Lawrence to Lake On- 
tario, to run(at first on charter) be- 
tween Port Dalhousie and Toronto, for 
what was later a branch of the Canadi- 
an National. Arriving in 1920, she 
joined the relatively new DALHOUSIE 
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NORTHUMBERLAND, from folder of 1899 


CITY, puilt for the route in 1911. 
Though EMPRESS was fifteen years 
younger than NORTHUMBEKLAND, she ended 
her steam career almost two decades 
sooner, burning at West Saint John,New 
Brunswick, in 1931. Her handsome hull 
is still to be seen (though not many 
recognize it), either moored or creep- 
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ing about in tow,as a coal hulk at 
Saint John.Now NORTHUMBERLAND, aft- 
er more than a quarter-century of 
cross-lake service, has duplicated 
her feat. 
The fire struck as she was be- 
ing prepared for her summer season. 
It was discovered in a washroom a- 
bout 6 A.M.,and spread quickly de- 
spite the efforts of Port Dalhousie 
and St.Catherines firemen.The crew 
barely saved their belongings, and 
the ship was gutted,to the tune of 
$200,000. 
Assuming that, like EMPRESS, 
she is found too much damaged to be 
worth rebuilding, Ontario will have 
lost one of its prettier daughters,its 
passenger fleet will have dwindled to 
the point where it can be counted on a 
sawmill hand's fingers, and, not least 
important, the last vivid reminder of 
the Charlottetown Steam Navigation 
Company will have passed into history. 


Robert W. Parkinson, Editor 
3051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Cal. 


-- NORTHWEST CRUISE (WITH SOME MIGHTY LONG PORTAGES!), JUNE 18 - JULY 10 -- 


Humboldt Bay's late sternwheeler ANTELOPE 


sits on the beach at Samoa with 


stack and wheel intact, too distant from the ferry launch for photos. 


Crescent City. 
first ship torpedoed on West Coast. 


at this place next day. 


Coos Bay. M/S ROLANDO, a convert- 


ed LSM, which has started a new chap- 
ter in coastal lumber transpont, has 
been followed by a_ second vessel of 
the type, M/S C-COASTER. 

Ridin the riffles on the Rogue 
from Gold Beach (Wedderburn) to Agness 
32 miles in Lex Fromm's mail boat is 
an outstanding one-day trip. This is 
described and illustrated in Sunset 
Magazine for June. So popular is this 
trip that the mail boat, carrying 25, 
is often followed in the tourist sea- 
son by two 20-passenger boats. Boats 
are specially built with rudder and 
screw assembly which is raised in 
crossing the shallow riffles of summer 
low water. On a sand bar lies the lit- 
tle boiler of the Rogue's last steam- 
boat--identity yet to be investigated. 

On the Coquille River,across from 
the Bandon-Coquille highway, on the 
bank is a little sternwheeler, broken, 
but with stack and wheel--one of many 
which plied Oregon's coastal rivers. 

From Reedsport, two mail and milk 
launches operate. BONITA comes down 
from Sulphur Springs on the Smith Riv- 
er six mornings a week and returns in 
the afternoon. Passengers are carried 
except on days gasoline is hauled, but 
there are no tourist accommodations at 


Little now remains of General Petroleum tanker EMIDIO, the 
Hit December 19, 1941, she floated ashore 


the upper terminus. On the Umpqua 
the MYRTLE delivers the mail and milk 
cans between Scottsburg and Reedsport. 
Passengers are not carried. Scotts- 
burg was formerly practical head of 
navigation, though the SWAN in 1870 
succeeded in reaching Roseburg. Years 
later an iron or steel hulled boat got 
to Roseburg. Her bones lay many years 
at Scottsburg. Her boiler is now a 
septic tank at a riverside home. 

At iaaehe cence a sidewheel auto 
ferry, »crosses the Willamette, 
steeredby her independently controlled 
wheels instead of rudders. Unusual 
is the fact that her wheels are oper- 
ated by electric motors obtaining 
power from overhead wire. Oregon has 
several "juice" boats. Some years ago 
the cable-ferry at Princeton on the 
Sacramento River, whose winch power is 
from overhead electric wire, received 
mention in a nationally syndicated 
newspaper feature. 

At_a logging camp forty miles in 
the lis a ten-year-old movie was 
shown, SWANEE RIVER, with a nice shot 
of our old CAPT. WEBER, recognizable 
in spite of her Hollywood twin stacks. 

Champoeg, 32 miles up the Willam- 
ette trom Porcleneh is the State Mem- 
Here on May 2, 1843, the 
and trappers in the William- 


orial Park. 
settlers 
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ette valley gathered and by a vote of 
52 to 50 chose the Stars and Stripesto 
fly over Oregon instead of the Union 
Jack. On the river, Champoeg is also 
well kmown as the shrine of river 
steamboating. On Sunday, June 26, the 
24th annual reunion and picnic of the 
Veteran Steamboatmen's Assn. of the 
West was held there. Until the '30's 
the trip was made by steamer. After 
BEAVER a G. W. SHAVER b GLENOLA went 
out of service, it was necessary to go 
by highway. But not in 1949. L. Rex 
Gault of Western Transportation Co.had 
CLAIRE cleaned up for the occasion, 
and with an excursion license for 150 
persons this steamer was used to carry 
a small part of the crowd to the park. 
At 7 A.M., she stepped out at 22 rpm, 
whistling for the several drawbridges. 
To many aboard,this was the first trip 
on a sternwheeler in years; to many of 
the third generation, the first steam- 
boat ride ina lifetime. The light 
morning rain could not dampen the en- 
thusiastic interest of the passengers 
in the scenery of the beautiful Wil- 


lamette or the mechanical wonder of a 
high-pressure, noncondensing stern- 
wheel steamboat. The transit of the 


Willamette Locks at West Linn - Oregon 
City gavea chance to step ashore for a 
few photos. CLAIRE, whose registered 
dimensions are 157.3' x 3.55' x 5.6', 
just about fills the locks. At the 
Wilsonville ferry is a screw boat op- 
erated electrically from overhead. 

Several hundred people were wait- 
ing on the bluff at Champoeg to meet 
the steamer. The sky having cleared, 


a battery of cameras was aimed at 
CLAIRE, After lunch, and after in- 
specting the 72 name boards, numerous 
‘relics, many pictures, and several 


excellent models of steamboats, the 
program was held. With Homer T. 
Shaver of Shaver Transportation Co. as 
"emcee," several fine talks on the old 
boats, and on the river of yesteryear 
and the present, and some excellent 
entertainment were presented. Whistle 
salutes were blown for the departed 
shipmates, echoed by GEORGIE BURTON's 
whistle, attached to the midship winch 
engine. Capt. E.R.Mooney is Master of 
the VSA; Mrs. Arthur Riggs is Purser. 
Tacoma Narrows ferries had been 
replaced by a bridge for but a short 
while when the bridge very spactacular- 
ly collapsed. DEFIANCE and CITY OF 
TACOMA, operated by the Washington 
Toll Bridge Authority,will be replaced 
by the new Tacoma Narrows Bridge 
now under construction within sight a 
short distance to the north. 
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CLAIRE --Photo by Section Editor 


Puget Sound. Black Ball ferries 
are still being operated by Puget 
Sound Navigation Co., under temporary 
county charters. It is reported that 
Vashon Island is operating its own 
service with steamer LINCOLN from the 
Lake Washington route,while M/S LESCHI 
operates that route. Steamer SIGHTSEER.- 
runs Gray Line tours between Seattle 
waterfront and Lake Washington via the 
canal. Steamer VIRGINIA V runs Sunday 
excursions to San Juan Islands during 
the tourist season, as well as charter 
trips. Sternwheelers SKAGIT BELLE and 
SKAGIT CHIEF run freight to Mt. Vernon 
on the Skagit River. 

YALE, veteran of service on two 
coasts, and of two wars, lately USS 
GREYHOUND ,arrived in S.F. Bay July 20, 
en route to Stockton on the San Joa- 
quin for scrapping. See article in 
Steamboat Bill #7, by John Haskell Kem 
ble--also photos in #27. 

The new PRINCESSES of the CPR, 
MARGUERITE and PATRICIA, are now in 
service on the Tri-City Route, making 
a one-way trip daily with a shuttle 
trip to Nanaimo. PRINCESSES ALICE, 
ADELAIDE, and CHARLOTTE are reported 
out of service. PRINCESS VICTORIA is 
still going strong. 

Prospect Point, overlooking the 
Lions Gate Bridge and entrance to Van- 
couver harbor, isa good spot for 
photos of the steamers. There too is 
located a section of the engine of the 
pioneer steamer BEAVER, and a plaque 
referring to the loss of the steamer 
on the rocks below on July 26, 1888. 
(It is reported that the boiler of the 
BEAVER is in a museum at Tacoma,Wash. ) 

Howe Sound, Anderson Lake, Seton 
Lake, upper Fraser River to Quesnel, 
on the line of the Pacific Great East- 
ern Railway, rich in steamboat lore, 
are to follow in a later issue. 

MOTOR PRINCESS, CPR auto ferry,on 
her morning trip between Steveston, 
near mouth of Fraser River,and Sidney, 
Vancouver I., is pursued and overtaken 
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of Active Pass by PRINCESS 
or PRINCESS MARGUERITE at an 
for photos. Under a 
a highlight of the 
trip through Active Pass on the Vic- 
toria-Vancouver boat was. the passing 
of the boat in the opposite direction 
at this point. 

In the San Juan Islands, between 
Sidney, B. C., Anacortes, Wash., and 
intermediate points, are operated the 
Black Ball ferries NISQUALLY a MENDO- 
CINO (former S. F. ferry) and VASHON, 
M/S OSAGE, a freight and passenger 
boat, and a Railway Post Office, runs 
between Bellingham and Friday Harbor 
for the Bellingham Transportation Co. 


just west 
PATRICIA 
ideal distance 
former schedule, 


PIONEER STEAMBOATS (cont. from p. 43): 


Bark LA GRANGE arr. S. F. 


Sept. 17. 
Sidewheeler COM- 


Left Salem March 19. 
MODORE JONES, 87'x14'x3'7", 42 tons, 
launched Benicia Oct. 18, arr. Sacra- 
mento Oct. 22. Renamed JACK HAYS Dec. 
19. Ran above Sacramento and was first 
to ascend to Tehama, May, 1850. Salem 
& Cal. Mining Co.--renamed La Grange 
Assn. vefore reaching S. F. Abandoned 
1857 (Lytle). 

Sept. 26. Bark LINDA arr. S.F. Left 
N.Y. March 24. Str. LINDA, 74'x22'x4', 
52 tons, built Benicia, 1849; aban- 
doned 1853 (Lytle). Some accounts say 
bark had machinery for small stern- 
wheeler, which was put in a_ scow at 
Sacramento to become str. LINDA. But 
many trading companies carried steam 
engines for sawmill and mine work; so 
this may have been machinery carried 
in addition to the steamer and placed 
in some other hull, whose name is not 
correctly recorded. 

Oct. 3. Str. McKIM arr. 
Orleans Feb. ll. Wooden 


S.F. Left New 
sidewheeler 


“HARTFORD Gy : 
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blt. Allowaystown, N.J., 1844, as JOHN 
S. McKIM, 244 tons, 175'x23'x9'. Army 
transport, 1846-8. Went onto Sacramen- 
to, later into coastwise service. Re- 
named HUMBOLDT, April 6, 1855. 

Oct. 27. Str. SENATOR arr. S.F. Left 
N.Y. March 11. Sidewheeler, 755 tons, 
219'5"x30'4"x12'2" built 1848 for Jas. 
Cunningham of E.Boston. Vertical beam 
engine of 450 hp.(50"x1l') by H.R.Dun- 
can & Co. Had run to Portland,Bangor, 
Belfast, Eastport, St. John, and Halii- 
fax, and served on Fall River Line, 
early 1849. Bought by Lt. Lafayette 
Maynard for California. Difficult voy- 
age out. Placed on river in Nov., its 
largest and finest str. Placed in 
coastwise service, 1855. Went to New 
Zealand as bark or barkentine, 1884, 
to become a coal barge. 

Oct. 31. Bark HELEN AUGUSTA arr. 
Left Boston May 14. 
chants Mining Co. Carried 
which was worked on en route. 
Oct. Sl. Bark ARK from Newburyport re- 
ported to have carried a steamboat. 
Nov. 22. Bark ANNA REYNOLDS arr. S.F. 
Left New Haven March 12. N. H. & Cal. 
Joint Stock Co. Str. ETNA bit. 40 mi. 
below Sacramento. Perhaps Lytle's ED- 
NA, 61'6"x19'x3', 30 tons; enrolled 
Sacramento 4/19/50; abandoned 1852. 
Meanwhile, other boats were on their 
way. Propeller HARTFORD ,140'x25'x8.5', 
built Phila. 1848, for Albany-Hartford 
freight line, left N. Y. Feb. 20, arr. 
S.F. Jan. 6,1850, after a hard voyage. 
In March, bark HENRY HARBECK of Mohawk 
Mining Co.left N.Y.and brought a stbt. 
Nov. 21 str. WEST POINT left N.Y., to 
see river, coast, and Hawaiian inter- 
island service. Str. GOLD HUNTER, blt 
N.Y. 1849 for Wm.Skiddy, left N.Y. in 
Dec., arr. S.F. in April, 1850. After 


S.F. 


Mechanics & Mer- . 
steamboat . 


a short time on the river, went on the 


coast. Bark GOLD HUNTER, 
believed to have brought 
out a stot. from Bangor, 
was reported at Rio de Ja- 
neiro Dec. 16. Merrimac 
strs. CALIFORNIA and SARAH 
were sold in Sept.for Cal. 
A Phila. paper said in 
Jan., 1849, that all the 
shipyards were busy build- 
ing boats for California, 
in Feb.,that all the steam 
towboats and pleasure 
boats had been bought up 
for California. 


HARTFORD 
Bound for California, 1849 
Copy of water color in the 
Eldredge Collection, 
The Mariners! Museum 
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ATLANTIC = Harry Cotterell,Jr., Editor 
SEABOARD 56 Alexander St. ,Newark,N.J. 


Sutton Line instituted daily New | 


York-Bear Mountain trips June 21, us- 
ing Hudson River Day Line's last new 
boat, the 22-year-old propeller PETER 
STUYVESANT, In place of the Day Line 
emblem, she now carries the Sutton "Ss" 
on her stack. 

All metropolitan dailies and the 
radio spread the word that ROBERT FUL- 
TON,returning from Poughkeepsie Satur- 
day evening, July 2, developed trouble 
with her steering engine and rudder 
and took 3 hours to get docked at 125th 
St., where she discharged her passen- 
gers after being assisted by a McAl- 
lister tug and city fireboat. 

Once again Newark on the Passaic 
hes daily passenger service. The Die- 
sel MANHATTAN a ELECTRONIC pb NORTH 
HAVEN makes a round trip to Coney Is- 
land, deadheading to West 43d St. for 
a trip around Manhattan,while her Jer- 
sey patrons are at Coney, and top- 
ping off on Friday and Saturday with 
moonlights out of Newark. 

Take another steamboat off the 
list. OSSINING 116079 a SARAH A.JENKS, 
built 1885, Linwood, Pa., burned off 
Piermont August 13, while being towed 
down the Hudson after several years' 
lay-up at Ossining. 

Effective September 3, the 4-mile 
West Shore Ferry between Weehawken and 
Cortland St. will run rush-hours only, 
with no service Saturday or Sunday. 
Thus another convenient and inexpen- 
sive means for SSHSA camera-packers to 
cover the midtown section of the wa- 
terfront will be eliminated. 

Who said life ona ferryboat is 
prosaic? The birth of a baby girl on 
the City's big TOMPKINSVILLE, en route 
to Staten I., August 1, is only the 
latest paragraph in a surprisingly ex- 
citing story--witness AP feature "It's 
Ferries of Birth and Death That Plow 
New York Harbor," by Saul Pett (Wash- 
ington Post, 8/21), illustrated with a 
view of Miss NEW YORK at South Ferry. 

Member Tracey I. Brooks, of Rens- 
selaer, was guest speaker at a meeting 
of the East Greenbush-Nassau Kiwanis 
early lest spring, where he delivered 
an illustrated lecture on early Hudson 
River steamboat lore. Readers who know 
Trace as a friend or for his contribu- 
tions to the Bill will be interested to 
learn he now has nearly 3000 slides. 


Hampton Roads News - Lochhead reporting. 
AVA > fast prewar freighter 


between Philadelphia and Norfolk, has 
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YARMOUTH Courtesy Bethlehem Review 


been sold French. During the war she 
was minelayer MONADNOCK, 

In May the converted LSM EDWARD 
HOGSHIRE began operations between Nor- 
folk and Baltimore for Norfolk, Balti- 
more & Carolina Line, whose plan for a 
Norfolk-Richmond freight line has not 
yet materialized, though a tug has 
been bought to tow barges on the route. 

C&O train schedules have been so 
rearranged that WAUKETA is no longer 
needed. She is laid up at Newport 
News, while VIRGINIA carries on alone. 

Norfolk had a flash of gangplank 
gaiety early in May, when the Furness 
QUEEN OF BERMUDA called, both outbound 
and returning, on a N.Y.-Bermuda trip. 

ROBERT E. LEE a DORCHESTER had a 


rather lively time when she barnstormed 
from Richmond with moonlights,early in 
the summer.Once she brushed the wharf, 
slightly damaging her superstructure. 


Later, 5 persons were dunked in the 
river ina rush to get aboard fora 
midnight sail. A crowd of nearly 2000 
got out of hand, and the captain can- 
celled the sailing. 

Richmond city officials have de- 
cided to replace the 53-year-old re- 
ciprocating steam engine in city tug 
THOMAS CUNNINGHAM, SR., with a 400 hp 


Diesel pebance 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, new Diesel 


double-ender of Norfolk County Ferries, 
broke a propeller blade ona partly 
submerged derelict work-float May 14, 
coming out of the Portsmouth slip, and 
was laid off several days. The second 
new Diesel ferry, NORFOLK COUNTY, has 
arrived and entered service. Owners 
announce FORT LEE will be junked,while 
the old paddler NEW YORK will be spare. 

Alec Brown reports that the for- 
mer Old Bay Liners STATE OF MARYLAND 
and STATE OF VIRGINIA are in the Mo- 
bile, Ala., and Beaumont, Tex., Mari- 
time Comm. Reserve Fleets, respective- 
ly. Officially referred to as hulks 
(the MARYLAND, it is said, can hardly 
be kept afloat),they are for sale; but 
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the only bid so far has been declined. 

From Graham Wood comes word that 
B. FRANK SHERMAN is the latest name 
proposed by the Maryland legislature 
for the latest comer in the Sandy Pt.- 
Matapeake fleet, EASTERN BAY a W. A. 
BALDWIN » WEEHAWK ¢ NORTH JERSEY. 

POTOMAC is a sad sight tied up 
with other ships awaiting the wrecker's 
torch in the Patapsco,off the same yard 
which scrapped the Fall River Liners. 

TOLCHESTER g CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
} LIBERTY BELLE ¢ ASBURY PARK cracked 
a cylinder August 15. While she was 
laid off,the Tolchester route was left 
boatless. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD (Philadelphia area, 
Edward 0. Clark, Editor) 
of the 


The sad news abandonment 


of the ancient tug WM. S. EARL at Port 
Ewen ,N.Y.,July 20, found CITY ICE BOAT 
NO.2 in the RTC Shipyard,Camden, as if 
preparing herself to receive the honor 


2 
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WM. S. EARL - "Finished With Engine" 


of being the oldest steamer listed in 
Merchant Vessels of the U. S. She was 
undergoing her most thorough overhaul 
since 1904, continuing work begun last 
year. Her 45-year accumulation of 
paint is being removed, all deterior- 
ated wood replaced, and decks recan- 
vased. The most obvious change in her 
appearance is removal of the small pi- 
lot house aft. Unfortunately, much of 
the old-style panelling on her pilot 
house and Captain's cabin had to be 
removed. Considerable work has been 
done on her boilers,but they will con- 
tinue to burn coal. Her horizontal en- 
gines,built on a plan which even ante- 
dates Stevens' of 1840, are unchanged. 

It is perhaps more than a coinci- 
dence that the engines of both the 
EARL of 1859 and the ICE BOAT of 1868 
were built in the yard of the famous 
Kensington shipbuilders,Neafie & Levy, 
who are also credited with the mmll of 
the EARL, while the ICE BOAT's was 
built just over their north fence, in 


Bay September 1949 


Cramp's old yard. 

CITY OF WASHINGTON smudged her 
reputation as "Old Reliable" of the 
Wilson Line on June 26. A log caught 
in her propeller, and the low-pressure 
crank pin snapped. She go€ back to 
Wilmington under her own power, and a 
new pin was turned and fitted at the 
Line's shops there, in four days. 

The mch-traveiled RELIANCE a HUD- 
SON-ATHENS spent little time at Tot- 
tenville, for she shortly appeared on 
the Delaware again, tied up alongside 
the National Park slip. 

The bridge in the new third ferry 
slip at New Castle is a refugee from 
the 23d St. slipg in Manhattan, its 
wooden arch being in sharp contrast to 
the steel trusses of adjacent slips. 

Wilson Line's fall schedule,which 
includes several long runs prompted by 
the response to last spring's Phila- 
delphia-Baltimore trip, is as follows: 
DELAWARE BELLE, Canal Trips Sept. 7, 
10, 11, 14, 17, 183; same boat, upriver 
to Trenton and return (nonstop) Sept. 
8, 9, 15, 16; MOUNT VERNON ,Washington- 
Baltimore Sept.17; Baltimore-Philadel- 
phia next day; BAY BELLE, Baltimore- 
Philadelphia Sept. 25. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD (New England,Canada, 
Newfoundland. C.Bradford Mitchell,Ed. ) 


Mr. Shepherd's article (p.6) in- 
spired more than one member,this writ- 
er included,to follow Capt. Hamilton's 
trail to Valleyfield, Que., and ride 
the ancient BEAUHARNOIS, Ed Clark 
"spent a day" on her,and comments that 
details of her iron hull show her Can- 
adian builders of 1846 to have been 
far ahead of the times. Ed also rode 
RAPIDS PRINCE down all the St. Law- 
rence rapids except the Lachine, where 
low water cut the trip short. At the 
Lachine dock, the PRINCE tied up near 
ISLAND QUEEN a STONEY LAKE (formerly 
operated on the Trent Canal and Kawar- 
tha Lakes), "a wonderfully old-fash- 
ioned looking steamer...running sever- 
al trips a day, Lachine-Ottawa River." 
At Kingston he saw RAPIDS KING's mill. 

During an hour on the Montreal 
docks, the editor saw Canada Steam- 
ship's white ST. LAWRENCE, flying the 
Blue Peter for her evening sailing to 
the Saguenay; the 2-deck Diesel excur- 
sion craft VILLE MARIE casting off for 
her afternoon trip; and the sister 
ships NORTH PIONEER and NORTH COASTER 
at the Clarke SS. berth. Other Clarke 
vessels engaged this year in Gulf of 
St. Lawrence cruise and trading serv- 
ices are SS. NORTH SHORE and NORTH VO- 
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NORTH VOYAGEUR (Company folder) 


YAGEUR g@ ALEXANDRA b GASPESIA and MS. 
NORTH GASPE. Connecting steam services 
are furnished by Inter Island SS. Co., 
operating ISLAND CONNECTOR, and Magda- 
len Islands Transportation Co., whose 
MAGDALEN IOVAT runs Pictou(N.S.)-= 
Charlottetown(P.E.1.)-Magdalen Is(Que. ) 
Longer-range cruises from Montreal to 
the British West Indies via Boston are 
run by Canadian National's LADY NELSON 
and LADY RODNEY, FLEURUS, French-built 
steamer of Anticosti Shipping Con, 
plies from Quebec to Anticosti Island, 
and other Gulf points. 

On Lake Memphremagog, the wood- 
burner ANTHEMIS is still in operation 
but under a new management and sched- 
ule. Memphremagog Ferry Co. now bases 
her at Magog, Que., instead of New- 
port, Vt. She makes round trips from 
Newport Tuesday and Saturday. The 
line also owns powerboat DIANA LISA, 
which makes daily trips from Magog. 

From Saint John, Harry Cotterell 
reports CPR's radar-equipped PRINCESS 
HELENE still making weekday round 
trips to Digby, N. S. The Diesel dou- 
ble-ender LOYALIST ferries to West St. 
John (old Carleton), carrying passen- 
gers at 5¢--no vehicles. She lands 
end-to at sectional "floats," neces- 
.sitated by the 30-foot tides. MILLIDGE- 
VILLE-BAYSWATER FERRY, known  iocally 
as MAGGIE MILLER, in memory of her 
steam predecessor, is the Diesel side- 
wheel double-ender on the free provin- 
cial ferry (4 mi.) across the mouth of 
the Kennebecasis. Engineer Stevens 
formerly held the same post on D. d. 
PURDY, last St. John River boat. 

Boston had two passenger boat de- 
buts this year, both Diesel. The Wil- 
son Line BOSTON BELLE a PC-1258 made 
her first Plymouth trip June 17. The 
Provincetown run, bereaved of STEEL 
PIER, was reopened July 4 by VIRGINIA 
LEE ,transformed since the war into the 
Wills Line Diesel "luxury liner" HOLI- 
DAY, Two other Wills boats to figure 
in the summer's news were the Nantas- 
ket veterans ALLERTON a HOMER RAMSDELL 
and NANTASKET g NEWBURGH. ‘The former 
shared honors with fishing excursion 
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steamer WESTPORT, as rescue craft for the sur- 
vivors of the pleasure boat MARIE S., 
Boston Harbor, July 24, 
freighter AMERICAN VETERAN, NANTASKET was her- 
self victim of a less tragic mishap July 14, 
when she grounded in heavy fog on Peddocks Is- 
land, on a regular trip to Nantasket. 
gers were ferried to Pemberton by Coast Guard, 
and NANTASKET was refloated, little damaged. 


supported the two 
season. MOHAWK apparently did not stir at all. 
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sunk in 
in collision with the 


Passen- 


FRANCIS SCOTT KEY a SUSQUEHANNA 
larger Nantasket boats this 


CHARLES C. DONOGHUE 226031, Bos- 
ton's only active double-ender,ferries 
foot passengers to East Boston at l¢. 
Autoists pay more. RALPH J. PALUMBO 
230355 a GENERAL SUMNER is spare boat. 

Service from New Bedford to the 
islands,though now under state manage- 
ment, was the same as last year--only 
one boat a day into New Bedford. ALERT 
ran to Cuttyhunk. 

Block Island was served by three 
boats. A coalition of Sound SS. Lines 
and Interstate Nav.Co. ran NEW BEDFORD 
from Providence via Newport,instead of 
last year's competing boats.Diesel ex- 
steamers SPRIGG CARROLL and PEMAQUID 
ran from Pt.Judith and New London, re- 
spectively. A third, YANKEE g MACHI- 
GONNE b HOOK MOUNTAIN ¢ BLOCK ISLAND @ 
LEAGUE ISLAND, stayed tied up at New 
London. ORIENT a LSM-230 ferried be- 
tween New London and Orient Pt., L. I. 
GAY HEAD a LSM-286 was not in service. 
New London's only steamer, COL.JOHN E. 
BAXTER a FISHERS ISLAND,ran to Fisher's 
I., on charter from the Army. A late- 
season problem was what will become of 
this charter service when Ft. Wright, 
on the island, becomes inactive. 

CATSKILL, former Catskill Evening 
Line freighter,ferries between Bridge- 
port and Pt. Jefferson. Her predeces- 
sor, PARK CITY, now in her Slst year, 
was at Port Jefferson June 24, almost 
ready for service. 
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FLEURUS 
--From a Company folder 


Fred W. Green, publisher for many 


years of Green's Great Lakes Directory, 
died July 14 in North Olmsted, Ohio. 
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LAKES 


Rev.Canon F.C.St.Clair, Editor 
514 N. 8th St., Manitowoc,Wis. 


Historic USS MICHIGAN b WOLVERINE, 
first iron vessel built by U. S. Navy, 
is being scrapped at Erie, Pa., where 
she was built in 1845. Though active 
efforts to preserve her failed, her 
bowsprit and mainmast will become part 
of a memorial to be built at Erie. 

Pr. WILFRED SYKES, launched June 
28 at Lorain,is the largest vessel ev- 
er built on fresh water. She is 650! 
(keel )x70'x37', propelled by 7000 hp 
Westinghouse cross-compound turbine. 
Her designed speed of 16% mph will per- 

mit 44 round trips a season instead of 
average freighter's 34. Delivery to 
owner, Inland Steel Co. (she is named 
for its Chairman), is set for April. 

Canada SS. Lines' pr. HOCHELAGA, 
640'x65',was launched August 4 at Col- 
lingwood.She and her sister COVERDALE, 
building at Midland, will be Canada's 
largest vessels,and will have Vickers- 
Skinner uniflow e olpeece burning coal. 

Pr. MILVERTO Colonial Steam- 
ships freighter which burned and sank 
in the St. Lawrence River in 1947, is 
again in service as CLARY FORAN, 

Pr. ATLANTIC TRADER a FRANK J. 
PETERSON, built 1918 at Ashtabula, 0., 
has been sold to Foo Shing Shipping 
Co. of Shanghai by Saginaw Dock & Ter- 
minal Co., and is now called TAI YUN. 

Canadian tug SATINLEAF has been 
rechristened b ROCKY RIVER,barge MERLE 


H. » PIC RIVER, and barge BLANCHE H. b 


BLACK RIVER, They will haul pulpwood 
to Thorold, Ontario. 

Pr. MANICOUGAN, built 1929 in 
England, was purchased recently from 
St. Lawrence Steamship Co. by Quebec & 
Ontario Transportation Co. 

Pr. CADILLAC, built 1928 by Great 
Lakes Engineering Works at Ecorse as a 
Detroit River ferry,taken over by U.S. 
Coast Guard during the war, and later 
purchased by Cleveland-Canada Steamship 
Coeas excursion boat at Cleveland, was 
sold by U. S. Government on indebted- 
ness claims to T. J. McCarthy, head of 
T.J. McCarthy Steamship Co.of Detroit, 
for $48,100.00. She will be made a 
work-boat for use on Detroit River. 

Older days were momentarily re- 
called at Port Huron on May 12, when 
tug ROEN IV of Roen SS.Co.,passed down 
the Saint Clair with barges MAITLAND a 
MAITLAND NO. 1 (ex-carferry) and RESO- 
LUTE in tow. It was reportedly first 
time in le years that 2 vessels had 
been towed in the river bya single tug 

SSHSA member Wade C.Browne is now 
Managing Editor, The Great Lakes News. 
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INLAND 


¥ Capt.Frederick Way,Jr. ,Editor 
RIVERS 


121 River Ave., Sewickley,Pa. 


The building of river steamboats 
may be a lost art, but the shiny new 
Diesel towboats slip off the ways in 
steady succession. Two additions to 
the river fleets this summer, are the 
2900-hp ST. LOUIS ZEPHYR, built at St. 
Louis, and the 2500-hp BILL WOLTER, 
built at Sturgeon Bay, Wis. Both are 
118! long--a convenient length for ne- 
gotiating 600' locks with a_ tow of 
standard barges. 

A new Allegheny River towboat has 
been named DONALD T.WRIGHT,for the Wa- 
terways Journal editor and SSHSA manber. 

Greene Line's DELTA WEEN recent- 
ly inaugurated a new one-day cruise 
service out of Paducah on the Tennes- 
see River and Kentucky Lake--an 8-hour 
sail, plus lunch, for five dollars. 
Incidentally, Paducah had two steam- 
boats in one day this summer. On July 
12, DELTA QUEEN and AVALON a IDLEWILD 
were both in town. 

A daily paper published aboard 
DELTA QUEEN has been named Waterways 
Journal Junior. No.l appeared July ll. 

Several years ago,Missouri Pacif- 
ic Lines discontinued their carferry 
service across the Mississippi at St. 
Louis, and began using the MacArthur 
Bridge. WILLARD V. KING was the last 
transfer boat on the route. This July 
7, the ICC got around to authorizing 
abandonment of the ferry service! 

Inland River Record--1949 is due 
out this month. It will sell for $3. 

Winona, Minn., held its annual 
"Steamboat Days"celebration July 14-7. 

The towboat HARRY TRUMAN, which, 
recently, lost a spirited race to the 
ghost of the ROBT. E. LEE, was bound 
upriver,about 50 mi.below Helena,Ark., 
July 22, when the barges of her tow 
collided with those of the downbound 
towboat DAVY CROCKETT. A Life photog- 
rapher who was aboard the N,seek- 
ing material for a proposed river ar- 
ticle, slept through it all. 

Steam sternwheel towboat MONONGA- 
HELA broke a pitman at Bay City, Ill., 
early in August and had to be towed to 
Pittsburgh by steamer W. J. CREIGHTON. 

The direct freight service of the 
ANGELE HIGGINS between Havana, Cuba, 
and Saint Louis, Mo., has been termin- 
ated after 8 months by its operators, 
the Beaver Line. Henceforth, the ves- 
sel will ply New Orleans-Havana only. 


By the opening of the 1950 season 
20 vessels of Interlake SS. Co. will 
be equipped with radar. 


STEAMBOAT Boe. GL 69 


Stephan Gmelin, Editor 
1 Indian Spring Road 
Cranford, New Jersey 


1949 September 


HIGH SEAS 


Complete Fleet List of Mississip- 
pi Shipping Company (Delta Line), com- 
piled by Spanton Ashdown. 


At right: AFRICAN ENTERPRISE, of 
the Farrell Lines, built for the Delta 
Line in 1940, as DELTARGENTINO, 


CLEARWATER..... (1920) (Hog Island) b 
EMPIRE SHEARWATER 
Cc oot g JESSICA, 
DEL AIRES......(1942)(C-2) a DELAIRES, 
peme  reio} tase Island) 

(Pan. ) 
DELALBA........(1942)(C-2) b USS OBERON (AKA). 

DEL ALBA....... (1944) (C-2) a FLYING EAGLE. Acquired, 1945. In commission. 
DELTARGENTINO.. (1940) (C-3 Pas. ) b USS J.W.McANDREW (AP & USAT) c¢ AFRICAN ENTER- 
PRISE (Farrell). See picture above. 

DELTARGENTINO.. (1942) (C-3 Pas.) b USS MONKOVIA (APA). 

DELBRASIL...... (1940) (C-3 Pas.) bd USS GEORGE F. ELLIOTT. (AP) c AFRICAN ENDEAVOR 
(Farrell). 

DEL CAMPO...... (1942) (C-1 Motor) a CAPE ROMANO, 

DEL MAR........(1947)(C-3 Pas.) In commission. 

DEL MONTE......(1944) (C-1 Steam) a CAPE BORDA. Acquired, 1947. In commission. 

DELMUNDO.......(1919) (Hog Island Pas.) a CASEY. Sunk, Caribbean, 8/15/42. 

DEL MUNDO......(1944)(C-2) a STURDY BEGGAR. Acquired, 1945. In commission. 

DELNOKTE.......(1919) (Hog Island Pas.) a SCHOODIC. Scrapped, 1946. 

DEL NORTE......(1946)(C-3 Pas.) In commission. 

DELORLEANS..... (1940) (C-3 Pas.) b USS CRESCENT CITY (APA). 

DEL ORO.......-- (1944) (C-1 Metra CAPE TEXAS, Acquired, 1947. In commission. 

DEL OURO.......(1920) (Hog Island) a BIBBCO » DELMAR d DELOURO e EQUATOR (Pan.) 

DELPLATA.......(1920) (Hog Island) a LORRAINE CROSS, ~ Sunk, Caribbean, 2/20/42. 

DELRIO......... (1919) (Hog Island) a AFEL ¢ HORIZON (Pan.) 

DEL RIO........(1944)(C-1 Motor) a CAPE HATTERAS (11). Acquired,1947. 
mission. 

DELSANTOS...... (1942) (C-2) b USS THURSTON (AP) c¢ CHICKASAW (Waterman). 

DEL SANTOS.....(1944)(C-2) a TALISMAN. Acquired, 1945. In commission. 

DEL SOL........ (1944) (C-1 Motor) a CAPE JUBY. Acquired, 1948. In commission. 

DELSUD.........(1919) (Hog Island Pas.) a SALVATION LASS. Scrapped, 1947. 

DEL SUD........(1947)(C-3 Pas.) In commission. 

DELURUGUAY..... (1942) (C-3 Pas.) b USS CHARLES CARROLL (APA). 

DEL VIENTO.....(1942)(C-1 Motor) a CAPE HENHY. Acquired, 1947. In commission. 

DELVALLE.......(1919) (Hog Island Pas.) a CLAVERACK. Sunk, Caribbean, 4/12/42. 

DEL VALLE......(1944)(C-2) a MEMNON, rons 1945. In commission. 

WEST CORUM.....(1919) Returned to U. S. Shipping Board, 1933. 

WEST NERIS.....(1919) Returned to U. S. Shipping Board, 1933. 

WEST SEGOVIA,..(1919) Returned to U. S. Shipping Board, 1933. 


Sons A. Potts photo 


In commission. 
a SAUGERTIES c¢ LONE STAR (US) @ 


gd OCEAN TRADER 


Acquired, 1947. In commissim. 


b 
b 


In com- 


Latest Name Changes. PUERTO RICO STAG HOUND (1945) (U. S. Lines) now 
(1931) a BORINQUEN, sails on maiden | PIONEER MAIL (U. S. Lines). AGWIDAWN 
voyage for Bull Line, August, 1949. (1945) (Agwilines) now SEASPLENDOR 
CRISTOBAL (1923) a HALEAKALA (Inter- (States). AGWIQUEEN (1944) (Agwilines) 
Islands), now Panamanian. AGWICOMET | now SEABORNE (States). CINCH KNOT 
(1946) now INES (Bull). BASARABIA (1945) now ANN MARIE (Bull). RUAHINE 


(1938) (Roumanian) now UKRAINA (USSR). 

COURSER (1945) (U.S.Lines), now PIONEER 
LAND (U.S.Lines). JOHN LA FARGE(19435) 
now OCEAN MILLER (Ocean Tramp). MI- 
CHAEL J.OWENS(1944) now POLARUS TRADER 
(Polarus SS.) RESOLUTE (1945) (U. S. 
Lines) now PIONEER DALE (U. S. Lines). 


(1909) (N.Z.S.C.) now AURIGA (Italian). 
Broken Up. A. C. BEDFORD (1920) 
(tanker); ASAHI MARU(1914) a DANTE ALI- 
GHIERI ;BEACON(1921) a AGWISTONE (tank- 
er); CRAIGSMERE (1919) (Tracy); ELWOOD 
(1912) a LACONIA; KOPPERSTON (1919) a 
(Continued on page 71) 
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Pilot House” 


DOROTHY BRADFORD a CHARLOTTE 
--R. L. Graham photo 
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Regional Editors as Indicated in Their Sections 


With the June issue, Steamboat 
Bill's third Skipper stepped ashore. 


Frank Braynard took over in the crisis 


brought on by Sandy Adams' tragic 
death. He has held the editorial post 
longer than either of his. predeces- 


sors, and twelve of our thirty sail- 
ings have been made under his command. 
This is no small service, for editing 
the Bill has become increasingly ardu- 
ous, and the work it entails is neces- 
sarily performed in whatever time is 
left after one has earned a living and 
discharged all the other social and e- 
conomic obligations which are imposed 
on editors no less than on other folk. 
The Steamship Historical Society and 
the readers of these pages owe Frank 
Braynard a heavy debt of thanks. 

Under each editor, the Bill has 
taken one outstanding forward stride. 
Jay Allen brought it into being and 
kept it going, 


often single-handedly, 


until it had vitality enough to sur- 
vive the loss of virtually its entire 
staff. Sandy Adams, carrying on in the 
single-handed tradition, not only 
brought us through the war, but accom- 
plished the transition from mimeograph 
to offset print, thereby permitting us 
to expand our space and coverage. 
Frank Braynard faced the task of car- 
rying on the expansion Sandy had begun. 
He did this by building up an active 
and cooperative editorial team, and by 
carrying out the shift from triannual 
to quarterly publication. 

Now, midway in Steamboat Bill's 
tenth year, he leaves the editorship. 
Happily,as appears by the masthead, he 
is not deserting us entirely, but will 
continue, as an associate editor, to 
lend valued counsel and assistance in 
our navigation. Our congratulations 
to him on his recent marriage, and our 
thanks for his fine service tothe Bill. 
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Heard 
On The 
Fantail 


news, gossip, 


Ser BoA MBO AT 
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Send FANTAIL views, miscellaneous 
notes on operation, and 
anecdotes to Jay Allen (note change of 
address): Saffer Court 2, Urbana, Ill. 


Our fantail view of the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter ALGONQUIN is the contribution of Elbert 


Handshaw of Rumford, Rhode Island. 


He writes: 


"The ALGONQUIN was built in Curtis Bay, 


Md.,in 1934. 
Mass., 
Portland, Me.... 


the south Pacific area. What has be- 
come of her since I do not know. 

"The ALGONQUIN was steam turbine 
driven and was used for ice-breaking 
and regular patrol work." 


From Norman Poole, Bristol, Eng- 
land, comes a fine photo of his model 
of ROBT. E. LEE. He writes: 

The photograph "does not show a 
lot of detail I am afraid, particular- 
ly the boilers with their screens & 
the gingerbread work. This model is 
one of over a hundred, sail, power,and 
historical, and includes the CLERMONT, 
a coast guard cutter & several others 
of American origin.They are all water- 
line models & built to the scale of l 
MM. to 1 ft. 

"I am at present unable to do 
very much to this collection as I am 
endeavoring to repair some ship models 


HIGH SEAS (continued from page 69).... 
BANNACK;M.& J.TRACY (1917) a LAKELAND; 
MELCHIOR TREUB (1912) (Dutch); MICHAEL 
TRACY (1919) a COTE BLANCHE; SAN CLEM- 
ENTE (1920) (States); ADMIRAL HALSTEAD 
(1921) a CUWORDENCO; ADMIRAL NULTON 
(1920) a CUSCOLANCO; LOCHMONAR (1924) 
(Royal Mail, British). 
* Total Loss. MAGDALENA (1949) (Royal 
Mail,Br.), on maiden voyage. Grounded 
and broke in two off Rio de Janeiro. 
Scuttlebutt.LA MARSEILLAISE(1949) 
Messageries Maritimes liner sailed on 
her maiden voyage in Mediterranean on 
July 16. ILE DE FRANCE (1926) (French 


--R. A. Potts photo 


ILE DE FRANCE 


She was stationed at Woods Hole, 
until 1937 and was then transferred to 
Sometime during World War II 
she was shifted to Navy service and sailed to 


ad Wa . ae 
from the Bristol Museum which were 
badly damaged in the 'Blitz.' However, 
I should be very grateful if you could 
give me any information in the way of 
book titles, reviews, or catalogues, 
as it is next to impossible to find 
out what American books are available, 
or plans.... I am interested in ship- 
ping mainly from the model point of 
view. I have givena few talks, & 
wish to improve my knowledge of Ameri- 
can ships, sail and steam. 

Perhaps some of the model fans a- 
mong the Fantailers would like to lend 
a hand across the pond to Mr. Poole. 
If so, address him at 20, Eastover 
Close, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, Eng- 
land. It is very heartening to know: 
that Steamboat Bill has so many friends 
abroad. The more,the merrier,"say I. 
Yours ever, 

STEAMBOAT BILL 


Line) arrived in N. Y. on first post- 
war voyage, July 27. NEPTUNIA (1920) 
(Greek) a JOHAN DE WITT (Nederland) 
now in N. Y.-Mediterranean service. 
ITALIA (1928) a KUNGSHOLM (Swedish) is 
now operating with ATLANTIC (1927) a 
MALOLO b MATSONIA in N. Y.-Mediterran- 
ean service, Italian flag. 
CaD Franklin Collection has a view 
Exchanae of hull of SOUTH RIVER, with 
5 ferry HUDSON PARK beyond. Lat- 
ter was a BOWERY BAY(authority to change 
name granted 6/29/27;cancelled 9/7/28). 
But BOWERY BAY was single-deck--HUDSON 
PARK has 2 decks in photo. It is sug- 
gested that,when F.A.Wenck bought her, 
she may have been given 2 decks,failed 
to pass inspection, and then been bro- 
ken up. She never appeared in MV as 
HUDSON PARK; was dropped as BOWERY BAY 
June, 1932. Can anyone cast light on 
the problem? --E. A. Patt 
Mariners’! Museum has a print of 
the launching at Panama, 11/27/50, of 
the small French sidewheeler COLIBRI, 
"first steamer constructed in the Re- 
public of New Granada." Some connec- 
tion with the Gold Rush seems inevita- 
ble. Where and how long did she run? 
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BOOK REVIEWS* 3 % + + % 


James and John Bard,Painters of Steam- 


boat Portraits, by Harold S. Sniffen 
and Alexander Crosby Brown. Newport 
News, Publication No. 18 of the Mar- 
iners' Museum, 1949. 32 pp. Ill. $1. 
Divided among half-a-dozen muse- 

ums, all located on the East Coast, 
are practically all the surviving 
steamboat paintings of the Bard broth- 
ers. Members who have seen the 
Bard collection of at least one m- 


seum will agree that, despite (or 
perhaps, because of) the untutored 
stiffness of the drawing, these 
paintings bring the steamboats of a 


past century to life as no other re- 
productions can. Modern painters may 
smile at them as "primitives"; but 
members of our Society will admire 
the meticulous detail with which ev- 
ery part of a vessel is shown. 

This pamphlet gives a biograph- 
ical sketch of James Bard (1815-1897) 
and his brother John (1815-1856), 
written by Mr. Sniffen. While little 
is known of the Bards' private life, 
there is considerably more knowledge 
of their work, and those who knew 
| James in life have handed down their 
recollections. It is known that he 
personally measured all the exterior 
parts of every vessel he painted, 
and so his pictures can be consid- 
ered authentic in every detail. And 
it may startle some readers to learn 
that the brothers began their paint- 
ing career at the age of twelve! 

Mr. Brown's contribution to the 
pamphlet consists of two lists. One 
is a chronological list of all the 
reproductions of Bard works known to 
have been published. The second and 
longer list describes and gives the 


present location of all the Bard 
works still in existence. Eighteen 
halftone reproductions are included 


as illustrations. 

Society members will find the 
booklet pleasant reading and a valu- 
able reference. --JW 


Guns_on the Western Waters, The Story 
of River Gundoats in the Civil War, 


by H. Allen Gosnell. Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana State University Press, 
1949. 2735 pp. Ill. $6.50. 


Naval vessels and naval actions 
do not as a mle fall within Steamboat 
Bill's scope. This book is the excep- 
tion, for, apart from Farragut's salt 
water fleet, all the vessels that par- 
ticipated in the great pincers move- 
ment which split the Confederacy, and 
all the vessels which resisted that 
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movement, were river steamboats in or- 
igin or at least in basic design. The 
great majority of the gunboats, rams, 
and transports on the Union side, and 
virtually every boat of the Confeder- 
ate river defense fleet, had carried 
passengers and freight before the war, 
or would do so after Appomattox. 

The bulk of the volume consists 
of eye-witness accounts by partici- 
pants on both sides,skilfully selected 
and fitted together by Mr. Gosnell, to 
give a running narrative of the river 
war from the Fort Henry attack in Feb- 
ruary, 1862, to the bungling Red River 
Expedition of 1864. Two opening chap- 
ters by Gosnell himself present a lu- 
cid and valuable account of the de- 
sign, machinery, armament, and opera- 
tion of the several types of combat 
craft peculiar to the rivers, and an 
amusing account of "Pope's Run" from 
the Head of the Passes in October, 
1861, the ludicrous curtain-raiser to 
an amphibious struggle which was any- 
thing but comic. These, with a brief 
concluding summary and scattered in- 
terpolations, comprise the author's 
direct contribution to the story, a 
somewhat unfortunate fact in view of 
the title page implication that this is 
an original work, not a compilation, 


and in view of the high readability of 


that 
his 


his own passages, which proves 
any diffidence about "rewriting" 
sources was quite needless. 

The author eschews footnotes as 
obstructive and pedantic, a defensible 
attitude in some situations, though 
it occasionally leaves one wondering 
by what authority he breaks in to con- 
tradict his own star witnesses. This 
lack, and the absence of index or bib- 
liography,make the volume a distinctly 
high-priced one. It is well illustrat- 
ed, however, and is excellent reading. 


written note back in December, we have 
caused,we fear,much headscratching or, 
worse, wasted research. In Capt. Ham- 
liton's OWANA article, p. 80, lines 8- 
9, we should have said JOHN A. DIX was 
built for the Revenue Cutter Marine, 
not as the Revenue Cutter RINER, 

The March issue had its fumbles, 
too. In "Canada's Oldest Steamboat," 
p. 6, BEAUHARNOIS' name was misprinted 
in the opening caption, and it was ap- 
parently stated (col. 2) that the 1940 
fire put her outof action for 8 years. 
Actually,she was back the next spring. 

In the same issue, the last line 
of "West Coast," p. 17, should read: 
"for state officials." 


